Removal of intraocular lenses.
The following points should be considered regarding removal of an IOL: 1. Be sure that it is an offending agent and not an innocent bystander before deciding to remove it. 2. An offending IOL may usually be replaced with an anterior chamber lens, with excellent results. 3. Removal of an IOL is usually a difficult procedure in less-than-satisfactory circumstances, and should be undertaken only by an experienced implant surgeon, with special attention to the delicate nature of the patient's eye and emotional feelings about this dilemma. 4. Every effort should be made to perform maneuvers in a closed system with minimal opening and folding of the cornea and minimal irrigation of the anterior chamber. 5. An offending IOL should be removed and replaced with an appropriate lens before irreversible damage has been done to the eye, if at all possible.